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Students not detained for failing
Contrary to published media reports, students are never detained simply for

breaching attendance or failing minimum course requirements. While it is correct
to say that student visas can be cancelled for failing to meet course requirements,
not one student of the 36 currently in detention had their visa cancelled for that rea-
son. Student visas can be cancelled for a variety of reasons.  Failing to meet course
requirements is just one. Wherever possible, students who are cancelled are given
the opportunity to resolve their immigration status from within the community.
Generally a bridging visa is granted on departure grounds.  Of the some 370 000 s-
tudents currently in the country, the 36 student detainees were there for failing to
leave the country after having their visas cancelled. Many of them had been given
numerous opportunities to do so and ignored the department’s instructions. Under
the government’s recent changes to immigration policy, detention is a last resort
and those who are detained have repeatedly flouted immigration laws or are a risk
to the community. It should also be noted if a student has difficulty fulfilling course
or visa requirements, they are given ample opportunity and time to work with their
education provider and the Department of Immigration and Citizenship to resolve
the matter.


