
Ï Êüóìïò 23TUESDAY 2 JUNE 2009NEWS IN ENGLISH

From Crete to

Australia by bicycle 

Father who survived death

plunge from hotel balcony 

told not to see daughter

The family of the former wife of John

Hogan, who jumped from a hotel bal-

cony in Crete with his two young chil-

dren after a row, warned today that he

should not seek contact with his daugh-

ter Mia, who survived the fall with mul-

tiple fractures.

The stepfather of Natasha Visser, 36,

who has remarried and made a new life

in Australia with Mia, said that the fam-

ily was full of "great apprehension" after

a Greek court ordered Hogan's release

from psychiatric hospital on Friday.

Hogan, 35, whose six-year-old son Liam

died from head injuries in the fall, told

the hearing in Athens that he was no

longer suicidal, in part because he had

his daughter to live for. He said he

wanted to show her a diary, giving his

side of events, and added: "One day my

daughter can make a choice to come

back into my life. I must be there for her

– strong and healthy."

Hogan was cleared of murder in Greece

last year, after the court heard that argu-

ments with Natasha had culminated in an

"earthquake of psychosis". He is expected

back in Bristol this week, where his family

have a led a campaign for his release.

Visser's stepfather, Brian Chandler, said

that Hogan's talk of contacting Mia was

"precisely what we have been afraid of, and

he clearly has no idea how much damage

and distress he has already caused".

He added: "Liam did not deserve to die

and neither did Mia deserve the ongoing

traumatic nightmares and the deep sense of

loss for her loving brother that she has

endured. Just imagine the psychological

damage the experience alone has already

done to a sensitive young girl.

How many people wish to leave

on a long journey and return

after two years, after seeing

half the world? For most peo-

ple this is a dream never to

come true. A Greek woman,

Eirini Kokkinaki and her

Swiss partner, Fabian

Quiblier, set off on June 1st of

2006 to go from Crete to India

by bicycle. 

O
nce they reached the shores

of India, they thought that

they had already accom-

plished something unique and

impressive; therefore, there was no

reason to stop. After cycling for two

years they reached Brisbane in

Australia. 

Their first goal was to spend six

months away from Crete seeing the

world in a more unconventional way.

Eirini Kokkinaki said that when they

set off they didn’t have any particular

plan in their minds. Reaching India

was the original goal, but they had no

idea if they could make it up to there

or not. Their adventure lasted for

two years, since they decided to con-

tinue further on. They finally

reached Australia, full of experi-

ences, images and feelings. 

Eirini Kokkinaki and Fabian

Quiblier described their interesting

but also very emotional journey from

Crete to Australia. They talked

about the connection with the differ-

ent people they met during their

journey, the different cultures they

met, the harsh and fun moments.

The first impression for Eirini is still

the strongest one, as they crossed the

sea and arrived in Turkey. Contrary

to common belief, they were both

accepted with amazing hospitality

and warmth. Eirini noted that people

in villages and small settlements

understood better their efforts, since

they, themselves, are people of

labour and can fully appreciate

everyone who tries hard to succeed

and accomplish his goal. 

Both Eirini and Fabian talk about

the warmth in people’s eyes. People

in India, Turkey, Middle East,

China… “These people are not ter-

rorists, says Fabian. Yes they are

rebels, but they claim something that

belongs to them. We passed by the

forbidden passages in Iran, but the

locals protected us. Our bicycles

were our open passports. Two wheels

facilitate communication, they sharp-

en your thoughts and brain, they

make people trust you more.” 

15,000 kilometres by bicycle

During these 15.000 kilometres,

they had to change tires 12 times and

of course deal with several difficul-

ties. The most common everyday

things were an adventurous issue for

them, but they managed to deal with

them effectively and patiently. They

were contacting their people in

Greece mostly via Internet. 

Eirini is not a professional athlete,

she was not used to biking that much.

“My body changed’ she says. “I am

astounded by the love of the locals,

the so many different things, the

thousands different moments that

passed. When you bike, time is dif-

ferent. When you travel everything is

different. You don’t lose track of

time, because time becomes a part of

you.” She also mentioned that

despite the harsh moments, they

never got sick during these two years,

they didn’t even have a simple cold.

They didn’t fall from the bicycles not

even once, although none of them is

a professional athlete. 

22,000 pictures from their bicycle

journey from Crete to Australia

During their journey they took

more than 22.000 pictures, pictures

of beloved people and places. They

decided to pick 120 of those pictures

and present them to the world. The

exhibition of their photographs took

place at Saint Marc in March 2009.

They both decided to share their

feelings with other people, sharing

pictures that depict the reality of

their amazing journey, the discovery

of other cultures, civilizations and

people. 

‘They say that we are amidst a cri-

sis’, says Eirini. ‘If we take a look

around us, if we see all the other peo-

ple, we will see that we are rich’…

Fabian Quiblier and Eirini Kokkinaki in Australia with their bicycles 

Two wheels 

facilitate 

communication, 

they sharpen 

your thoughts 

and brain, 

they make people

trust you more.”

Last Titanic survivor dies at 97  
Millvina Dean was nine weeks old when the Titanic

sank. The last survivor of the sinking of the Titanic has

died aged 97.

Millvina Dean was nine weeks old when the liner

sank after hitting an iceberg in the early hours of 15

April 1912, on its maiden voyage from Southampton. 

The disaster resulted in the deaths of 1,517 people

in the north Atlantic, largely due to a lack of lifeboats. 

Miss Dean, who remembered nothing of the fateful

journey, died on Sunday at the care home in

Hampshire where she lived, two of her friends told. 


