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A Renovated Island Home
Imbued With Personal History

For Christos Raftopoulos, a fash-
ion photographer born in Mel-
bourne, Australia, to Greek par-
ents, buying and renovating un-
usual city properties has always
been a passion. But it was the
house he built on his father’s na-
tive Ithaca, a small island in the
lonian Sea about two hours from
Athens, that captured his heart
and soul.

¢¢Y've restored many homes, in-
cluding a listed building in Lon-
don and a neo-Classical in Athens, but
this is the first place I built from
scratch,” said Mr. Raftopoulos, 69,
during a recent tour of the three-story
home, a sand-colored structure of
brick and concrete.

Now, after seven years on the island,
Mr. Raftopoulos has decided to put
the property on the market and return
to Athens, where he owns an apart-
ment. “It was a tough call because I've
put so much of myself into this place,”
he said, “but it’s time to move on.”

Mr. Raftopoulos bought the two-
acre plot in the mid-1970s for $30,000,
eager to have a spot near his father’s
native village of Kioni. But he did not
start building until 2002, when he
moved to the island after more than 30
years in London, New York and Paris
doing fashion shoots for top maga-
zines. “It took a long time but I finally
made it here,” he said, gazing at the
house’s sweeping views, which stretch
to the nearby island of Lefkada and
the Greek mainland beyond.

Mr. Raftopoulos’ adopted Viet-
namese son, Emmanuel, also came a-
long, leaving Paris for this island of 45
square miles and 3,000 residents. In
2007, Emmanuel, now 38, married a
local woman and the couple now run a
restaurant and bar in Vathy, the is-
land’s main port.

Mr. Raftopoulos said he loves the house but misses urban life.

Although he no longer works for
magazines, Mr. Raftopoulos continues
to photograph, paint and collect art-
work. And the island home is a testi-
mony to his tastes.

The house, which covers 340 square
meters (3,660 square feet), is a verita-
ble live-in gallery, with hardly an inch
of wall space left unadorned. Pho-
tographs and paintings hang in all five
bedrooms, including the housekeeper’s
and a self-contained guest apartment.

(A pool house converted into a studio
doubles as a sixth bedroom.) The four
bathrooms are also festooned with art.
But the real centerpiece of the house
is the living room, a large airy space
with  4.5-meter-high (14.8-feet-high)
ceilings and tall elegant windows that
open onto the terrace, which Mr.
Raftopoulos often uses for dinner par-
ties. There also are two smaller open-
air dining areas that he uses for less
formal gatherings. The patios and
walkways are adorned with designs that
thematically reflect the home’s sur-
roundings: suns, fish and boats. (Mr.
Raftopoulos said he “wanted to make
the house feel a bit more ethnic and
take the edge off the designer look.”)
The art theme continues in the gar-
den, which has sculptures and other
pieces dotted among the cypress and o-
live trees and other plantings, which
include mimosa, oleander shrubs, and
masses of lavender and rosemary.
Nearby is the swimming pool, which
measures 7 meters by 3.5 meters (23
feet by 12 feet) and, with views of the
sea, offers the highest vantage point on
the property.
A set of stone steps leads down
through the olive trees to a small sandy
bay where Mr. Raftopoulos swam dur-

ing visits to the island as a youth. The
same steps lead up to the entrance
gate, meeting a small dirt road opened
up by construction workers to access
the site.

Excavation, landscaping and con-
struction took just over a year to com-
plete. “I was on site overseeing the
works every single day,” Mr.
Raftopoulos said, noting that he en-
sured the house’s foundations were
strong enough to withstand the earth-
quakes that frequently rock the region.
(He added that he has “felt nothing”
when tremors have occurred, most re-
cently in 2006.)

He spent 800,000 euros (about $1.1
million) on the construction, but the
investment appears to have paid off,
with local estate agents valuing the
property now at 2.8 million euros
(about $3.8 million).

“The Greek islands haven’t suffered
as much from the recent crisis as
overdeveloped second home markets
like Spain and overpriced markets like
the South of France,” said Piers
Williams of Ionian International, a re-
al estate agency based on Corfu, the
largest of the Ionian islands.

“Ithaca and Kefalonia are so beauti-
ful, even by Greek island terms, that
interest remains steady despite a
downturn elsewhere,” Mr. Williams
said, referring to a neighboring island.
He put the cost of buying land on Itha-
ca at 150,000 euros to 250,000 euros
(about $200,000 to $333,000) and
building costs at 1,500 euros to 2,500
euros per square meter (about $187 to
$311 per square foot).

(Ithaca is not accessible by air, but
Kefalonia, a 30-minute ferry ride away,
has a busy airport.)

For Mr. Raftopoulos, the charm of
living on the island is still strong but he
has found himself yearning for the fast
pace and cultural variety of life in A-
thens. “I love this house and it will be
difficult to leave,” he said. “But I'm a
city boy.”
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O EAAnvikée Padiopwvikdg Ztabudc Auotpaiiag
1683 AM Ae1rtoupyel

oe 24wpn Bdon, 7 nuépeg tnv efSondda.
O otabpde Eexivnoe va Ae1toup-
yvei to Mdptio tou 1983
KAl EKTIEUIIEL TA KAAUTEPA
npoypdppara amnd tnv EA-
AdSa ka1 tnv Kdmpo, eve ma-
pdAAnAa petadidel Tig €10n-
oe1g anod 10 eEwtepikd KAbe
WPAaA.
Emniong, €éxoupe ta xaAutepa

Tomkd nmpoypdupata, Onwg:

Zuvexn Kabnuepivy evnuépwon Kai Yyuxaywyia

Kal Jouoikd

“Kunpiaxkn Koivétnra”

ue tnv 'EAAn Kdumnog,
“Greeks Today”

ue rtov I'ndpyo Toepddvn,
"Ké@1 xal pmdiia”

ue tov I'ndvvn Xmavéiin,
“Koivértnra kai Koivorikd”

mpoypduuara e eKQOVNTEC.
O EAAnvikée Padiopwvikde Ztabudc Auotpaliag 1683
Khz AM dSiapnpier peydAoug opyaviououg Kdl EITIXEL-
pnoeig, onwg tnv eAAnvikn epnpe pida thge AuoTpaiiag
"O Kdéopog”, “Naikn Tpdnela”, "Tpdnela Kdnpou”, “Ku-
npiaxkn Kowdétnta NNO”,
"EAAnviknt Op668o&n Kowdtnta 2udveid & NNO”,

220000 ERMHNIKOE PAniooaNIKoE ETAOMOE
1683 AM (oTa pegoaia KuUppaTa)

“Vicky Mar Fashions”, “Independent and General
Advertising”,

“Roselands Shopping Centre” xai moAAEC

AAEC MIKPEGS KAl NEVAAEC EMIXEIPNOEIC.

Ia tov kaAutepo EAAnvikd Padiopuvikd 21adud,
Ta teAevtaia véq, IOI0TIKNA JOUCIKN KAl TA KAAUTEPA
Zwvtavd poypdupata, ouviovioteite oto EAAnvikS

Padiopwvikd 21abud Auotpaiiag 1683 Khz AM.
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