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ÕÐÏ ÔÇÍ ÁÉÃÉÄÁ 
ÔÇÓ ÉÅÑÁÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ

GREEK SCOUTS OF SYDNEY
OUR SCOUTS, LEADERS 

AND THEIR FAMILIES INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR A

COME AND ENJOY A FUN NIGHT 
OF FOOD AND DANCE WITH FRIENDS
SATURDAY 2nd MAY 2009  7.00 pm 

at the GREEKS from EGYPT CLUB
142 Mc Evoy Street, ALEXANDRIA

Adults $30      Kids (under 12) $20
(set menu - excludes drinks)

• Hellenic Former Scouts Guild: Georgia Thiveos
Secretary on (02) 9559 3043

• Bankstown Group: Stavros Kritikos GL 
(0428) 162 893 
Belmore

•  Group:     Mathew Andrews GL 
(0418) 287 654  Sutherland 

• Group: Nick Depolignol  GL  
(02) 9 579 3888

BOOK YOUR SEATS NOW

When he stepped into the
presidential palace in A-

thens, Greece, Tobias Olang’o
Nyabola thought he was dream-
ing. He did not understand how
the president of a European
country could have time to see a
villager like him, a retired
teacher from Bondo in Nyanza.

Tastefully furnished
On seeing him at the en-

trance, President Karolos Pa-
poulias rose and walked towards
him, took him by the hand and
led him to a seat in the tasteful-
ly furnished room.

“He was such an ordinary per-
son,” Mr Nyabola recalled dur-
ing an interview with the Sunday
Nation. When he set out eight
years ago to fight tsetse fly infes-
tation and HIV/Aids – the two
biggest problems plaguing his
village – Mr Nyabola did not
think he would be receiving
such high recognition.

Abidha Primary School,
where he was headteacher, had
a high absenteeism rate that dis-
turbed him. After researching
the causes, he found that the vil-
lages around the school were
struggling with sleeping sickness
and HIV/Aids.

This led to the birth of the Ba-
ma Community Based Organi-
sation in 2001 to spearhead the
fight against the two diseases.

Bama is an acronym of the
first letters of the four villages in
Usigu Division where it oper-
ates: Bar Okwiri, Achuodho,

Magombe and Abida.
First, the organisation built a

cattle dip and started keeping
goats of superior breeds to fight
the tsetse fly infestation.

It also started an HIV/Aids
awareness and counselling pro-
gramme and has given those
widowed or orphaned economic
support in collaboration with or-
ganisations like Actionaid, Ger-
man Development Service, and
African Medical Research
Foundation (AMREF).

So impressed
In2007, Mr Nyabola hosted

the Chair of Action Aid Hellas
(the Greek chapter of Action
Aid) Mrs Alexandra Mitsotaki.
Mrs Mitsotaki was so impressed
with BAMA activities, that a
year later she returned to tell
Mr Nyabola that he had been s-
elected to be honoured by the
president of Greece in a cere-
mony on the 60th anniversary of
the signing of the Universal De-

claration of Human Rights.
And in December last year,

Mr Nyabola boarded a plane for
the first time and headed to
Greece. “It was then that I re-
alised how far the ground is
from the sky. My wife and I
were consumed in prayer, sure
we would die. We worried that
our bodies would never be re-
trieved,” he said.When he ar-
rived in Athens, he was very sur-
prised at how easy it was to have
access to his host that he just
had to ask, through an inter-
preter: “Excuse me, Your Ex-
cellency, I am wondering, are
you the real president of
Greece?” The question sent
President Papoulias roaring
with laughter. He offered to
provide documentary evidence
of his position, but Mr Nyabola
said there was no need to; he
was convinced.

“It is not easy for such things
to happen in our part of the
world,” he explained.

Greeks discover a Kenyan hero

Tobias Nyabola (right) with the Foreign Minister of Greece Mrs Dora
Bakoyannis. The teacher from Bondo won a global award for his

efforts to rid villages in the area of tsetse flies and diseases. 


