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THE HELLENIC IDENTITY

OF ANCIENT MACEDONIA

Zootioved foom previous adition

Tha above 1= 3o imaga of a mosaic
foupd 1o Palla, poctmviog the god

Diomysus.
Dicoysie was poobably the mest cal-
abmted pgod asmopgst aoceot

Macadoniam, who beld mgulac dodk-
i0g compatiions.

Thiz god was also aszociated -with the
Hlaeinimo mmstaoss. Tha god of
acstasias, ba was comidemd the gt
though which bumos could accass
tha wodd of ths gods.

Tha imzgs balow beloogs to tha
moclaot thestm 1o Algas. This £ tha
sama thaatm that Phillip B, was assas-
sinatad by Pausaoias.

ot today aoothar thma theatms
bave beeo diEcovemd o aoceot
Macadooia.

It &= koowo that the thestm = 2
Zoak mlgious aod cultuml cooocapt.
Thantom! plays, tmgedias aod coma-
dias, wam pact of the mlgious festials
io hooorof the god Dioowsus.

Tha word 'Thaatm’, oogioatas foom
tha G mak vach ‘thaomai’, which maanos
‘I am =aan’

Aocie ot theatm was comidemd the
school of tha paopla. The spactatow
lookiog oo what was bappa niog oo tha
stags wam to mflact upono thaic cwo
soul aod miod. Thay wam to uodec
stand pact of thaic owo bumao oatum,
to achiava the Dalphic omcla’s com-
maod ' Koow Thisaf, aod bacoma bat-

tac pacpla.

Buy looking at the play, thay wem
lookiog at tha oralvas.

It 1= wall koowno that the gmat
Athaninotmgadinn Buopidas Lived his
Iast wemcz 1o Macadopim  whan
Amhalauz A was kiog. Ha wmte at
lamst two toagadias, ooa with the titls
‘Ambabie’, in hopor of the kiog, and
tha secood ooe with the title

'‘Bacchal’, io honor of Diomzus.

Wa kcpore that be womte bis playe io
Smak. The Gmek Eed io aocieot
tmgadias £ of tha most difficulta od wa
must keap io mind that music was alsa
a wvary signifimot compooaot. Tha
aociaot Macadooinos saw thase plays
aod undecstood them 105 mak.

Amain, the above axampla talls us
that the laoguaga, the mlgion, aod tha
cultum of aocieot Macadooiaos wam
S mak.

Tha above 1mage balopgs to what =
the most fmous of socikeot
Macedoman symbals, tha 16 @y sun.

Tha symbol dacomting the goldan
Iacoaka  uwposacthed by Maools
Andmokos at Varzion 15 consids md to
ba distinctive by aocke ot iacadooian.

Thiz 1= a fallvey. The symbol is found
thooughouwt tha apclent Gmak wodd.
Tha abowve pot was found 1o Laconin,
tha Imnd of the Spacmos, aod = oow o
tha Louvs.

What £ oot waoy wall koown 15 that
tha apcianot Gmaks 1ocludiog tha
aocleot Macedoopm bad teo mom
simuacsymbols, the 12 mysuo aod tha
2 oy sun. It is balieved that thaza thma
sunos togathbacam a symbol of Sicis, a

systam of thoaa stam, which the aocis ot
Smaks ideotfiad with Apolls aod
Dicoyzie aod baleved that the apamgey
comiog foom thaze thoa stam had o
gmat bapaficinl effect oo the Asgann
aod it paopla. The aociaot Gomaks
usad to take oaths oo this stac some-
thing ws witoess Socotes dolog 1o
Flatos dimloguas.

Wa come oow to whmt s pachaps tha
most sepsitive 1ssue coocacoiog tha
aocka ot Macadonimos, what b oguags
did thavspank:.

The Skop@os coce agalo om oupulat-
ad tha soumas 1o ordac to 'poova’ that
tha mocieot Macedonmanos spoke thaic
own Impgusges aod the mfom am oot
S mabs.

Thay tm ozlata tha ta o
'Makedonistl” found 1o the apcieot
ta xts, 3z ' Macadooimo Inoguags’.

Thiz 1= cleady wmog as the tacm
mfas to a3 dinlact oot @ bogwgs. Wa
bava similac axamplas foom aocs ot
Smaca, for exmmpla the tacm
‘Attkist’, mfamog to tha dimlact the
Atbaniaos spoka. Whils thase am all
diffamot dialacts thay all balopg to the
tama bBoguega. As avanons who has
visitad S maca will koow, avecya ma 1o
S maca bas itz own dialact avan today,
but thay am all Gmak.

Tham bave bean mom theo 5,000
aozhasclogical fiodiogs from aocia ot
Macadopimo that bave writiogs oo
tham. Thay am ALL 1o Grask.

Findiogs thmt balopged to evacyday
pacpla of 3 ociaot Macedon.

aocieot Macedoomos we will sas that
thay am all Gmek. Ham am soma
axamplas:

Fauzaoms, tha muok me of Philip.
Tha pame 1= ako found amoogst
Spactaos,

Kmtams, ganaml of Akmodar He
0ama means ' powar,

Pamawe. The Bmous Gmak bem
who cut Medowas baad.

Dameatdos. Dadved foom the Gomek
goddazs Damatar.

Antipatms. From the Gmek wood
'‘moti apd ' pata c, which maa e ‘Fathar',

Antigonos. Tha masculina form of
tha Gmak bamine Anotigooa.

Thaic cities alko bave Gmek oames.
Soma axamplas:

Apsen, Hoz the same soume atymo-
logically as the wook Asgaso, Aagans
who was Thasaus” fathec apd magm,
which maapos 'goat’. Wa find the imags
of 8 goat oo maoyaock ot Macedooinno
colos, aod the apimml was copsida md
sacmd a5 it was the goat Amalthain
that fad Faus az a baby.

Bl uthams. Has the sama souma aty-
mologically oz the worods “alauthams’
aod'alauthempoo’ whicham associated
with fmedoor.

Dlon. Daoved fom tha Gmak god
Dins o Za s, Itwas the sacmd city of
aocieot Macadoo built oo foot of
mountain Clympus, which gaogom phi-
cally baloogad to mociaot Macadoo.
Ao you lmagioe the moclaot Gomaks
! haviog thaic gods Live oo tha top of

Abow = a3 detioct finding bamuse o
allows 15 to idaotfy oot coly the Iao-
guage but also the dimlact that tha
aociant Macadooiam spoka. Tha find-
ing 1= a fupamcy stals that baloogs to
Macadomano boy who diad wung. Wa
cansea his ball be dog, aod is also bold-
ing a toy biod. Tha imcoption mads

Maothos Demetoou kal Aomdikas
uics”, which tmpslatas ioto ' X=othos
the soo of Dematoos aod Amadika’.
Apact foom tha obwvious fact that tha
wotiog aod oamas am S mak, tha aod-
ing of the faminine oama ' Amadik-as,
=8 chmmotaostc of tha Donc dialact,
tha sama dialact the Spack e spoka.

If wa axamioe the oames of the

a fomign mouotain?
Pella. Tha capital of aoclaot
Macedoo. The oamea s ano axcallaot

| ammpla 1o ordar to damoostota

boow tha aoclaot Gmaks used thaic

l' lapguaga =2z @ code. Io aociaot

Smak ewoy lattar bad a cactaio
maaning, it coocaptualizmd cactaio
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{ %] valuaz aod ideas. For mom iofor
o

matioo oo this oos @o mad the
Flatonic dinlogue 'Kmtylos', aod
moda o studias by Teatomolms,
Altanl apd Dakoglou. Tha fimt kt-
tac of a word aleays 1de otifies tha
most lmpoct ot coocapt of that

lattacis ' F . This lattar maa e ‘gata’,
as itz shape 0 Gmak alko indicatas.
Tha paxt syllabla ‘al, maaos ‘god’,
aod tha last sylbbls 'ln", maam
'‘mck’ aod io awidaccoptast 'laod”. It E
foom this word thet tha Boglish word
for 'laod” comes from Themfom
'Palln” meaps "Gate to tha gods laod”

Thiz &= tha sacmt apd uomistakabls
coda of tha Hallapic laogusgs aod
claacly poowvaes  that the =ociaot
Macadooimos oot ooly spokes but also
undatood vaoy wa lLits sacmd usaga.

Tha =opciaot  histoomn Livy
[Z3{dI.29.15), statas: ‘Astolisos,
Acamm mians, Macedona m, paopla of
tha same laoguags’.

Zf coums the Astolmos aod
Aca om nians baing S oeaks that Livad 1o
Cantml Wast G maca.
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