
Mike Cleary Sprints at

Wentworth Park Greyhounds
The Wentworth Park greyhound

meeting on Saturday night

November 29 will have the added

attraction of professional athlet-

ics racing.  Greyhound racing on

this night will feature heats of the

Group 3 Rapidvite Potential

Stakes over the 520m, an age

restricted race for the stars of the

future.  In addition the NSW

Athletics League will be joining

the NSW GBOTA to conduct the

“Mike Cleary Sprints”, a heats

and final series of sprint racing

over 100 yards.

T
he inaugural Mike Cleary

Sprint was conducted at the

venue as part of the NCA’s

Wentworth Park greyhound race meet-

ing on December 8, 2007.   Following

the NSW GBOTA taking over the con-

duct of all race meetings at the Glebe

circuit this popular athletics promotion

will take place again this year with the

GBOTA and the athletics body joining

forces to repeat last year’s promotion.

The Mike Cleary Sprint is named

after the man involved in Australia’s

most famous match race, when dual

league and rugby international Cleary,

also winner of a Commonwealth

Games track bronze medal, raced

against Rugby League legend Ken

Irvine at the famous Glebe race track.

The clash generated substantial pub-

lic interest and a crowd of 11,000 spec-

tators turned out on Easter Saturday in

1964 to see the two Rugby League leg-

ends in the 100 yards dash.

On that occasion Cleary the South

Sydney winger celebrated a narrow win

over his North Sydney rival to take the

purse of 1000 pounds (which Cleary is

reported to have split with Irvine).

The November 29 program at

Wentworth Park will involve a top shelf

ten race greyhound program with the

Mike Cleary Sprint heats conducted in

between early races and eight contest-

ants will line up for the final later on

the program after race 6 or 7.

It is hoped that SKY Channel may be

able to show the final live, subject to

program commitments.  As occurred

last year, subject to government

approval race goers will be able to bet

on course with the bookmakers on the

athletics events.

GBOTA Chairman Bill Mangafas

said his Association was delighted to be

hosting this sprint race series in con-

junction with the NSW Athletics

League. 

“This is an exciting promotion and

there’s lots of nostalgia attached to this

event named in honour of one of our

most exciting footballers and former

NSW Racing Minister,” Mr Mangafas

explained.  

“Mike Cleary will be our special

guest on the night and will making the

presentation for this event which car-

ries a total purse of $5000”,  Mr

Mangafas added.

A Media Launch will be conducted

at the Wentworth Park greyhound

track commencing 11.00 am on

Tuesday November 25.  

Accompanying Mike Cleary AO at

the media launch will be both the

youngest and oldest runners entered

together with GBOTA Chairman Bill

Mangafas, Bill Edwards President of

the NSW Athletics League and John

Scott, Sports Marketing Consultant

engaged by the Athletics League for

the Mike Cleary Sprints.
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OR STILL IN THE NEST?
Research by Schick® Women’s Systems looks at

the lifestyle choices affecting the freedom of

Australian women 

Over 30, still renting and don’t own a property?

Can’t get to the gym due to relentless work commit-

ments? Wish you’d travelled more but lacking in con-

fidence?  New research from Schick reveals these are

among the many lifestyle factors that are prohibiting

women aged 18–39 years old from feeling free in

their own skin.

As part of Schick’s ‘Freedom In Your Own Skin’

research report, Schick Women’s Systems in con-

junction with Galaxy Research surveyed over 1,250

Australian women* to discover what makes modern

women feel free and what erodes feelings of free-

dom. The results revealed that living situation, health

and fitness and travel all have a significant impact.

Embracing the body and soul of Australian women,

Schick has discovered that when participants were

asked about a time in their lives when they felt most

free to do as they pleased, more women aged 30-39

chose living by themselves over living with a partner

or family, while interestingly in the 18-29 group this

trend was reversed. Today, unlike their predecessors,

47% of women under the age of 25 are happy to stay

at home with their parents, indicating that amongst

this age group it is no longer taboo to live at home

later in life. 

Schick Freedom Panelist, TV and radio personali-

ty, Bianca Dye agrees with the results of the research,

adding “Younger generations are now more focused

on short term lifestyle perks. Many admit that enjoy-

ing a good lifestyle, whether it is shopping, eating out

or keeping up to date with the latest and greatest

gadgets is far more important than owning assets.” 

Dye continues,

“Paying significant amounts of rent money, once

coined ‘dead money’, to live in the trendiest suburbs

is now increasingly important to younger women –

particularly those living in capital cities. Double the

amount of women aged 30-34 (41%) currently have a

mortgage, in comparison with only 23% of women

aged 25-29.”  

It’s no secret that most women go to great lengths

to feel good and look even better and it was revealed

that only 7% of women are content with their health

and fitness, and 93% of women worry about it, with

33% of those worrying constantly. 

Most women would agree they subscribe to the phi-

losophy of healthy mind, healthy body; however,

Schick’s research suggests that work and family com-

mitments often prevent this from translating into

action. 

Feeling physically fit and healthy is important to

most women and can have a significant impact on

feelings of freedom or constraint. Younger women

aged 25-29 tend to worry the most (38%), while those

aged 30-34 worry the least (26%). 

Society now expects women to juggle a career, fam-

ily, finance, travel, all whilst still maintaining a

healthy lifestyle. Women are expected to be a mod-

ern day superwoman – something that is neither

achievable nor realistic.

Women who claim to feel free are more likely to

have travelled overseas several times (45%) than

those who feel constrained (30%).  The primary rea-

son given by those wishing to travel more, but not yet

having done so was money (75%).  However, approx-

imately half of respondents (52%) that haven’t trav-

elled as much as they would like to, admit that confi-

dence has held them back to some extent.
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