
Generation 700 euro
A new catch phrase is making the rounds in Greek labour circles:  "Generation 700

euro." The not so flattering term refers to the workers in Greece who, you guessed it,

make 700 euro a month. 25 percent of  Greeks are said to be part of the club.

Here's a breakdown of Generation 700 euro:

- 89% are not involved with union labor  

- 75% work in the private sector

- 75% don't go on strike

- 70% are dissatisfied with their prospects of moving up in the workplace

- 70% are dissatisfied with the type of work they're doing

- 67% are between the ages of 18 and 34

- 64% are women

An Interview with Barack Obama

associate, Alexi Giannoulias
Interview to Lambros

Papantoniou,

Correspondent in

Washington D.C.

Q: What’s the message of

the U.S. elections?

The electoral victory of my

friend, Senator Barack

Obama, is of great impor-

tance not only for America

but for the whole world. As he

himself had said in the

Democratic Convention of

2004, in Boston, people were

coming to America because it

was a magic place. Everybody

was seeing ’hope’ in America.

Unfortunately, America was

diverged from the route of

hope lately. But, now, the

American people have woke

up and realized that we must

take the right route again.

Q: Did you have the

opportunity to meet him

during the election day?

Of course! I was with him

until the end of the day.

Indeed, we were playing bas-

ketball together during mid-

day, while people were voting.

We had played in Iowa and he

won (the caucus elections).

We didn’t play basketball in

New Hampshire and we lost.

After New Hampshire we

played every day and since

then we didn’t lose an elec-

tion.

Q: What was he saying

during the game on the elec-

tion day?

He was very calm. On the

contrary, I was anxious and

nervous. He was laughing, he

was among friends feeling

comfortably. That man is

always gentle. He faces every-

thing with absolute collected-

ness.

Q: What do you believe

was the source of his collect-

edness?

Obama believes in America

and trusts the American peo-

ple. All newspapers were writ-

ing about the possibility of a

’Bradley effect’, but Barack

was sure that the majority of

the Americans wanted that

Change. He was feeling that

the ’racial’ factor wouldn’t

have a role in the elections.

Q: Do you believe that he

will persist in his pre-elec-

tion positions regarding

Greece’s national issues or

he will follow his predeces-

sors’ example?

I don’t believe that he will

be like president Carter. I

think that Barack and Biden

understand our issues better.

Even better than Clinton.

Barack Obama sees the inter-

national community and

international relations differ-

ently from Bush and McCain.

I think that all these are

important. In the Policy Paper

they stated that the Cyprus

Issue is a matter of interna-

tional legitimacy. As for the

Macedonian Question, you

punish Greece - which was

always an ally of yours - in

favor of Skopjeans, just

because they sent 80 troops in

Iraq? (reference to the Bush

Policy). Barack Obama will

not make such mistakes.

Q: How important was the

contribution of the Greek

Diaspora in Obama’s victo-

ry?

I’m very proud for our

Diaspora. Of course, there will

always be Greeks supporting

either the Democrats or the

Republicans. There were peo-

ple from the Greek Diaspora

who supported Barack from

the very start; Papanikolaou,

Mougiaris, Zambas, Athens,

Christopher and many others.

They saw Obama’s potential

to win, as well as that he will

be better for our issues. But

there is also a new generation

of people, who couldn’t sign

checks, but they went out to

work (for the campaign). They

worked in Indiana, Michigan,

Wisconsin, Virginia, Florida,

Ohio. And if someone will see

what has been done in every

state, he will therefore under-

stand the role of Greek

Americans in Obama’s victo-

ry.

Q: Is Barack Obama

aware of that,

Mr.Giannoulias?

Of course he knows. His

close collaborators know that

too, as well as his campaign

team.

Q: I discern an especial

sensitivity regarding the so-

called ’Macedonian

Question’...

Since I was a little child,

from my parents, I know that

Macedonia is the fatherland

of Alexander the Great. And

while we are proud for our

history, we cannot close our

eyes and ears when somebody

tries to change it. We cannot

stay with our hands crossed

and allow Skopje to steal our

history.

Q: What do you admire in

Barack Obama?

He is a very clever man. He

graduated with an A average

from Harvard’s Law School.

Being such a clever person

Barack Obama could do many

things. He could earn a lot of

money. He decided to devote

his life to public issues. That

counts a lot. Barack did not

get involve with politics just to

become somebody; he could

have an easier life. A few

years ago, he and his family

were living in a very small

apartment.

Barack Obama cares for

peoples’ problems. And when

he said, during his speech in

Boston in 2004, "I am my

brothers keeper! I am my sis-

ters keeper!", he really meant

it. He is totally dedicated to

fellow beings and especially to

those who suffer.

Q: A message for our read-

ers?

The election of Barack

Obama in the U.S. Presidency

is a good start, not only for

America, but for the whole

world. We have a lot of work

ahead and we have to be

ready. The solution to the big

problems which America and

the world face is Barack

Obama.

Is the surf up for

Sydney's beaches?

RISING sea levels as a result

of climate change will erode

Sydney's iconic beaches by 2050,

with some at risk of disappear-

ing, and threaten beachfront

homes and commercial proper-

ties, a new climate change study

said. 

Sea levels along Sydney's coast

are expected to rise by up to 40cm

above 1990 levels by 2050 and by

90cm by 2100, with each one cen-

timetre of rise resulting in one

metre of erosion on low-lying

beaches, said the Sydney climate

change impact report. 

"The Sydney region has a heavy

density of residential and com-

mercial beachfront developments

that may be threatened by either

ocean inundation or sea level

rise-induced recession," said the

report by the NSW Department

of Climate Change. 

"Rising sea levels may exacer-

bate flood risk in coastal rivers,"

said the report received on

October 29. 

The report said further study

was needed to determine the

extent of coastal erosion in par-

ticular locations. 

But low-lying Sydney beaches

such as Collaroy and Narrabeen,

which have already been severely

eroded by storm seas, and Dee

Why and Curl Curl, are most at

risk. 

Beaches which have a hard

promenade, such as Manly, Bondi

and Coogee, will shrink as sand is

washed away and may need sand

deposits in order to survive in

further decades. 

"In general we expect a reces-

sion of the coastline of a sandy

beach of about one metre for

every centimetre rise in sea

level," said Simon Smith, deputy

director-general with the depart-

ment. 
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