
W-LEAGUE ONE STEP 
CLOSER AND LIVE

The new national women’s football competition,
the Westfield W-League, is a step closer with the re-
lease of the draw for the inaugural season by Foot-
ball Federation Australia (FFA). The first round of
the Westfield W-League will be held on 25-26 Octo-
ber with the opening match between Perth Glory and
Sydney FC at Members Equity Stadium to be tele-
vised live.

FFA CEO Ben Buckley said that women’s football
has enjoyed an average annual growth rate of 6.3%
over the past five years and is the fastest growing
team sport for girls and women in the country.

“There are 100,000 registered female football play-
ers involved in formal competition, and we estimate
there are even more who play informally,” he said.

He said that women’s football is in a growth phase
internationally as well.  “In the past 12 months, the
Westfield Matildas, Westfield Young Matildas and
Westfield Under 17 Women played 30 international
matches in countries as diverse as China, Brazil, New
Zealand, Vietnam and the USA to name just a few.
We expect the Westfield W-League to be a big con-
tributor to improved performances on the world
football stage for Australia’s women’s teams.”

Eight teams will compete in the Westfield W-
League – one from each of the seven Australian
Hyundai A-League teams, with Canberra United
rounding out the draw.

Other match-ups for Round 1 of the Westfield W-
League include:

☛ Melbourne Victory v Central Coast Mariners at
Telstra Dome

☛ Queensland Roar v Adelaide United at
Queensland Sports Centre

☛ Newcastle Jets v Canberra United at Wanderers
Oval, Broadmeadow

As well as the four grounds used in Round 1,
games will also be held at Hindmarsh Stadium in
Adelaide, Bob Jane Stadium and Epping Stadium in
Melbourne, Spencer Park and Perry Park in Bris-
bane, McKellar Park in Canberra, Parramatta Stadi-

um and Campbelltown Stadium in Sydney and
Oakes Oval at Lismore. The Westfield W-League
2009 finals series will be contested by the top four
teams at the end of the ten-round competition, with
the Grand Final to be held on Saturday 17th Janu-
ary.

NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE 2009 UPDATE

The Board of Football New South Wales has con-
firmed ELEVEN spots only for next year’s NSW
Premier League competition so far.

The elåven clubs are:
A.P.I.A.  Leichhardt  Tigers, Bankstown City,

Blacktown City Demons, Bonnyrigg White Eagles,
Manly United, Marconi Stallions, Sutherland Sharks,
Sydney Olympic, Sydney United, West  Sydney
Berries and Wollongong Wolves FC

Just as we wrote FIRST, Bonnyrigg White Eagles
have been promoted due to winning the Super
League Minor Premiership.

CONGRATULATIONS to Jim Forrest and his
Board for sticking to their original decisions and not
changing their minds along the way. The Board still
believes that “12” is the right number and as such
have sought “Expressions Of Interest” for the vacant
position left behind by an unfinancial Penrith Ne-
pean United.

Who will go for the spot? Parramatta Eagles are
desperate for the spot, so too are Macarthur who will
resubmit.

As highlighted by Football NSW, “The expressions
of interest must come from within the geographic
area of Football New South Wales”.

Does this mean Belconnen can’t apply? My mail is
they will..... and will have supporters too!

Expressions of interest will close at 5pm on the15th
of October, 2008.

POLAND STILL EURO 
2012 HOST, FOR NOW.....

Poland may remain host of soccer’s 2012 European
Championship. But for how much longer?

Co-host with Ukraine, Poland is staggering from
one crisis to another, from construction delays to
corruption, from a national federation suspension to
possible forfeiture of World Cup qualifying matches.

Yet, European soccer’s governing body is still giv-
ing the nation ONE MORE CHANCE to stage its
biggest competition. “There is no doubt that our
trust has been weakened in Poland’s capacity to or-
ganise the Euro,” UEFA spokesman William Gail-
lard said. “Now it’s up to them to behave in a way

that will make us again confident that everything can
go well.”

That means the championship is still heading for a
nation where soccer is in disarray and the running of
the federation is now being monitored by the world
governing body.

WHO’S IN LINE???

Italy, surprisingly beaten by Poland and Ukraine in
the ballot to stage the 2012 Euros, would be happy to
take over if either Poland or Ukraine, of both, had
the competition taken away. So would Germany,
well equipped to stage the event after the 2006
World Cup, with no fears about being ready on time
and with comparative harmony off the field.

But UEFA has given both Poland and Ukraine an-
other chance to prove they could host Euro 2012 de-
spite strong concerns they won’t build stadiums,
transportation links and hotels on time.

The two nations can’t afford any more delays or s-
lips.

“We were promised new airports and we will not
have new airports,” UEFA president Michel Platini
said. “We were promised new roads and we are still
waiting. Warsaw and Kiev are the key issues. We
cannot organise a European competition without the
capital city.”

Three days after Platini’s news conference, the Pol-
ish government suspended the national soccer feder-
ation for failure to confront corruption in the league.

Authorities have charged more than 100 people—
including federation members, coaches, referees,
players and club officials—with rigging matches in
the top domestic leagues and 29 clubs have been im-
plicated. That doesn’t sound like the ideal place to
host a European Championship. Both Poland and
the Ukraine have a lot to do.

“TOO MANY FOREIGN OWNERS”

FIFA president Sepp Blatter is also upset by the
wave of foreign ownership in the English Premier
League at present. “Something is wrong here,” he
said. Seven Premier League clubs are in the hands of
foreign owners: Chelsea, Manchester United, Liver-
pool, Aston Villa, Portsmouth, Manchester City and
Fulham. Prompting a senior British government offi-
cial to urge the Football Association to tighten regu-
lations over buyers.

Last year, leading soccer officials said such owner-
ship brought a new edge to the league. But Blatter
says “the matter has gotten out of hand. It is not on-
ly American investors who have come in. Arab in-
vestors are coming. We have seen one investor from
Thailand—and he is going back!”
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Ï ÁëâÜñï Ñåêüìðá ðáñá÷þñçóå
ôçí ðñþôç ôïõ óõíÝíôåõîç Ôýðïõ ùò
ðáßêôçò ôïõ Ðáíéùíßïõ êáé óôç óõíÝ-
÷åéá ðÞãå óôçí ìðïõôßê ôçò ïìÜäáò, õ-
ðïãñÜöïíôáò åêáôïíôÜäåò áõôüãñá-
öá óå öéëÜèëïõò ðïõ ôïí ðåñßìåíáí.
Ï Ïõñïõãïõáíüò óïýðåñ óôáñ îåêá-
èÜñéóå üôé åßíáé Ýôïéìïò íá êÜíåé ôï
íôåìðïýôï ôïõ óôçí åðüìåíç áãùíéóôé-
êÞ êáé íá áíôáðïäþóåé ôçí áãÜðç êáé
ôçí åìðéóôïóýíç ðïõ ôïõ Ý÷ïõí äåßîåé

üëïé óôïí Ðáíéþíéï.
«Åõ÷áñéóôþ ôçí ïìÜäá ãéá üóá Ý-

÷ïõí ãßíåé ùò ôþñá. Ìïõ Ýäùóå ôç äõ-
íáôüôçôá íá ðñïóáñìïóôþ ÷ùñßò ðßå-
óç. Ìïõ Ý÷ïõí äþóåé ÷ñüíï íá åôïé-
ìáóôþ üðùò ðñÝðåé. Áõôü ðïõ ìÝíåé
áðü åäþ êáé ðÝñá åßíáé íá áíôáðïäþ-
óù ôçí áãÜðç êáé ôçí åìðéóôïóýíç
ðïõ ìïõ Ý÷ïõí äåßîåé üëïé, áðü ôïí êý-
ñéï Ôóáêßñç ìÝ÷ñé ôïõò öñïíôéóôÝò
êáé ôïõò öéëÜèëïõò», äÞëùóå áñ÷éêÜ

ï Ïõñïõãïõáíüò óïýðåñ óôáñ. Óôç
óõíÝ÷åéá, îåêáèÜñéóå üôé Þñèå ç þñá
íá áãùíéóôåß: «Óôï öéëéêü ôçò Êýðñïõ
(12/10 ìå Ïìüíïéá) èá áãùíéóôþ êá-
íïíéêÜ êáé ìå ôçí åðáíÝíáñîç ôïõ
ðñùôáèëÞìáôïò èá åßìáé Ýôïéìïò.
Ðñéí áðü ôï ðñïçãïýìåíï ðáé÷íßäé åß-
÷áìå ìéëÞóåé ìå ôïí ðñïðïíçôÞ ãéá ôï
áí èá áãùíéæüìïõí, áëëÜ ôïõ åßðá
ðùò äåí Þìïõí áêüìç Ýôïéìïò íá áðï-
äþóù üðùò èÝëù êáé óõìöùíÞóáìå

íá óõíå÷ßóù íá äïõëåýù óêëçñÜ ãéá
ìá ìðù ìåôÜ ôç äéáêïðÞ. Èá ìðïñïý-
óá íá åß÷á ðáßîåé, áëëÜ äåí èá Þìïõí
áõôüò ðïõ èá Þèåëá. Åß÷áìå ðåé êáé
ðñéí Ýñèù ðùò äåí èá ìðïñþ íá ðáß-
îù áðü ôçí áñ÷Þ êáé èá ÷ñåéáóôþ êÜ-
ðïéï ÷ñüíï. ÁéóèÜíèçêá êáëÜ óôï öé-
ëéêü ìå ôçí ÊáëëéèÝá êáé óôï åðüìåíï
ìáôò èá åßìáé Ýôïéìïò íá ðáßîù. Ôï
100% ôçò áðüäïóÞò ìïõ èá Ýñèåé ìÝ-
óá áðü ôá åðüìåíá ðáé÷íßäéá». 

ÁËÂÁÑÏ ÑÅÊÏÌÐÁ: “Åßìáé Ýôïéìïò íá ðáßîù”


