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Ôï ìõáëü ôïõ ìÜãåéñá Ôï ìõáëü ôïõ ìÜãåéñá 
êáé ç óõíôáãÞ ôçò öñßêçòêáé ç óõíôáãÞ ôçò öñßêçò

Ç
ðåñéäéÜâáóç óôçí åãêëçìá-
ôéêÞ öñßêç êÜíåé ìéá óôÜóç
óôéò áñ÷Ýò Éáíïõáñßïõ ôïõ

1976. Ï Âáóßëçò ËõìðÝñçò êáôçãï-
ñÞèçêå üôé Ýêáøå æùíôáíÜ ôá äýï
ôïõ ðáéäéÜ êáé ôçí ðåèåñÜ ôïõ. Çôáí
ï ôåëåõôáßïò Åëëçíáò ðïõ åêôåëÝóôç-
êå ìåôÜ ôç èáíáôéêÞ ðïéíÞ ðïõ ôïõ å-
ðåâëÞèç. Ëßãá ÷ñüíéá áñãüôåñá, ôïí
Éïýëéï ôïõ 1982, áðïêáëýðôåôáé üôé ï
Ð. ËéíÜñäïò åß÷å ðïëôïðïéÞóåé ôï
êåöÜëé ôçò ãõíáßêáò ôïõ, Èåïäþñáò,
ìå Ýíáí ëïóôü, êáé ìåôÜ ôçí Ýñéîå óå
Ýíáí öïýñíï ÷õôçñßïõ ãéá íá ôçí å-
îáöáíßóåé. 

Óôéò 2 ÌáÀïõ 1983, óôï ÎçñïêÜìðé
Ëáêùíßáò, ï Âáóßëçò ÔÝêïò, 57 ÷ñü-
íùí, óêüôùóå êáé Ýèáøå ôá äýï ðáé-
äéÜ ôïõ óôï õðüãåéï ôïõ óðéôéïý, åðåé-
äÞ «Þôáí åëáôôùìáôéêÜ».

Ôïí Éïýíéï ôïõ 1987, üìùò, áðïêá-
ëýöèçêå Ýíá áðü ôá öñéêéáóôéêüôåñá
åãêëÞìáôá. Çôáí ç õðüèåóç ôïõ Ðá-
íáãéþôç ÖñáíôæÞ: óêüôùóå êáé ôåìÜ-

÷éóå ôç 18÷ñïíç ãõíáßêá ôïõ, ÆùÞ,
êáé áñãüôåñá ðñïóðÜèçóå íá ðåôÜ-
îåé ôá êïììÜôéá óôá óêïõðßäéá. Áðï-
êáëýöèçêå, üìùò, êáé óõíåëÞöèç. Ï
ÖñáíôæÞò êáôáäéêÜóôçêå ôï 1987 óå
éóüâéá êÜèåéñîç. Ôþñá åßíáé åëåýèå-
ñïò. 

Ï Éïýëéïò ôïõ 1991 Ýìåéíå óôçí É-
óôïñßá ìå ôï ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêü «Éïý-
ëéïò ôçò ðáñáöñïóýíçò». Ãéá êÜèå ç-
ìÝñá, ó÷åäüí ïëüêëçñï ôïí ìÞíá, ãß-
íïíôáí óôçí ÅëëÜäá, ðÝíôå - Ýîé å-
ãêëÞìáôá. 

Ç áñ÷Þ åß÷å ãßíåé ìå ôïí Ôáúëáíäü
ìðÜôëåñ ÐñÜóåñ ÓåñôïõáóÜíá, óôá
ôÝëç Éïõíßïõ, ìÜëéóôá. Ìå ôç âïÞèåéá
ôçò óõæýãïõ ôïõ, êñÜôçóå ãéá ôïõëÜ-
÷éóôïí ôñåéò çìÝñåò áé÷ìÜëùôç ôçí
ôåôñáìåëÞ ïéêïãÝíåéá ×ñõóáößäç
êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá åêôÝëåóå Ýíá-Ýíá
ôá ìÝëç ôçò ìå ôóåêïýñé. 

Óôç Èåóóáëïíßêç Ýãéíå ç óõíÝ÷åéá,
êáé ìÜëéóôá ìå Ýíá Ýãêëçìá ðïõ
ìïéÜæåé ìå áõôü ôçò Óáíôïñßíçò. Åêåß,

ôá ðñÜãìáôá Þôáí ëßãï ðéï ðåñßåñãá.
ÓáñÜíôá Ýîé åôþí Þôáí ôüôå ï ×.Ë.,
ìå éóôïñéêü óå øõ÷éáôñåßá. Åíáò Ü-
ãíùóôïò ôýðïò, ðïõ Ýêáíå ôæüãêéíãê
óôï äÜóïò ôïõ ÓÝé÷ Óïõ ó÷åäüí óêü-
íôáøå ðÜíù óôï ðôþìá ìéáò ãõíáß-
êáò. Ëßãç þñá áñãüôåñá, ïé áóôõíï-
ìéêïß ôçò Ýâãáëáí ôç âÝñá. Áðü ìÝóá
Þôáí óêáëéóìÝíï ôï üíïìá ôïõ Ë. êáé
ç çìåñïìçíßá ôïõ ãÜìïõ, 1969. Êáé
ðáñáäßðëá Þôáí ðåôáìÝíï Ýíá ðñéï-
íùôü êïõæéíïìÜ÷áéñï. Ï Ë. åß÷å åîá-
öáíéóôåß óôï óðßôé Þôáí ìüíïí ï åîÜ-
÷ñïíïò ãéïò ôïõò: Þôáí ï ìïíáäéêüò
áõôüðôçò ìÜñôõñáò ôçò äïëïöïíßáò.
Ôá ÌÝóá, ôüôå, ïýñëéáæáí. Ï Ë. åß÷å
õðïøßåò üôé ç ãõíáßêá ôïõ, ç ÂáñâÜ-
ñá, åß÷å ó÷Ýóåéò áêüìá êáé ìå ôïí ìå-
ãÜëï ôïõò ãéï, 18 åôþí ôüôå. Ôï ìõáëü
ôïõ äåí Ýóôåêå êáëÜ. Áõôüò, áõôÞ êáé
ï ìéêñüò ðÞãáí âüëôá ìå ôï áõôïêßíç-
ôï óôï äÜóïò. ÂãÞêáí, ðåñðÜôçóáí
êáé êÜðïéá óôéãìÞ ï ËÝêêáò åßðå
óôïí ìéêñü íá ðÜåé óôï áõôïêßíçôï

êáé íá âÜëåé ìïõóéêÞ. Åöõãáí ïé äõï
ôïõò. ÐÝñáóáí ðïëëÜ ÷ñüíéá ãéá íá
êáôáëÜâåé ï ìéêñüò åêåßíï ôï ëåõêü
âëÝììá ðïõ åß÷å ï ðáôÝñáò ôïõ üôáí
ãýñéóå óôï áõôïêßíçôï. Ï éáôñïäéêá-
óôÞò Ýöñéîå· åßðå üôé, áöïý ï äñÜ-
óôçò Ýñéîå ôç ãõíáßêá êÜôù, óôñßâï-
íôÜò ôçò ôï áñéóôåñü ÷Ýñé óôçí ðëÜôç
ãéá íá ôçí áêéíçôïðïéÞóåé, ôçí Ýóõñå
óå ôÝôïéá áðüóôáóç, þóôå áíÜìåóá
óôá ðüäéá ôçò íá õðÜñ÷åé Ýíá äÝíôñï
ãéá íá ìçí ìðïñåß íá êéíçèåß. Êé åêåß
ôçí êáôÝóöáîå. Ìßá áðü ôéò ìá÷áéñé-
Ýò, åßðå, Þôáí ôüóï äõíáôÞ, ðïõ ôçò Ý-
óðáóå ôïõò áõ÷åíéêïýò óðïíäýëïõò. 

Óôéò 23 Íïåìâñßïõ 1993 êáé åíþ äåí
«Ýðéáíáí» ïé áãéáóìïß êáé ïé åîïñêé-
óìïß ðïõ Ýêáíå óôïí åáõôü ôçò ç Áëå-
îÜíäñá ÔóÜðáëç áðü ôçí Áñôá, óêü-
ôùóå ôï ðáéäß ôçò ôçí þñá ðïõ áõôü
êïéìüôáí, óôçí ÔåñøéèÝá. Ç ãõíáßêá,
åßðáí, åß÷å øõ÷ïëïãéêÜ ðñïâëÞìáôá.

Ôçí 1ç Éáíïõáñßïõ 1994 áðïêáëý-
ðôåôáé ç óõãêëïíéóôéêÞ õðüèåóç Äïõ-
ñÞ. Ï Ìáíþëçò ÄïõñÞò, 40 ÷ñüíùí
ôüôå, âßáóå êáé äïëïöüíçóå ôïí åîÜ-
÷ñïíï ãéï ôïõ, Íßêï. Åß÷å Üëëá Ýîé
ðáéäéÜ. Ç õðüèåóç ÄïõñÞ «Ýêëåéóå»
ìå ôçí áõôïêôïíßá ôïõ ðáéäïêôüíïõ,
óôéò 25 Öåâñïõáñßïõ 1996, óôéò öõëá-
êÝò ôçò Ôñßðïëçò. Ôçí áõôïêôïíßá ôïõ
åß÷å ðñïáíáããåßëåé óôç ìçôÝñá ôïõ ëß-
ãåò çìÝñåò ðñéí áðü ôçí ðñÜîç ôïõ.

Óôéò 19 Ïêôùâñßïõ 1994, äýï ÊéíÝ-
æïé ðïõ åñãÜæïíôáí óôçí ÅëëÜäá, ï
Ëé Ãéáíãê Æáíãê, 36 ÷ñüíùí, êáé ç
ößëç ôïõ, ÃïõÝíãê Ôóåíãê, 24 ÷ñü-
íùí, äïëïöüíçóáí ôïí óýæõãï ôçò
äåýôåñçò, Öáí Ôóåíãê. Ôï èýìá åß÷å
âñåèåß ôåìá÷éóìÝíï. ÊïììÜôéá ôïõ
óþìáôüò ôïõ áíáêáëýöèçêáí óå á-
ãñïôéêÞ ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ×áóéÜò ÁôôéêÞò,
áëëÜ áêüìá êáé óå óêïõðßäéá, óôï
êÝíôñï ôçò ÁèÞíáò.

Óôéò 21 Íïåìâñßïõ 1995, ç Êáëëéü-
ðç Áíáãíùóôßäïõ, 27 ÷ñüíùí, óêüôù-
óå ôïí ôñß÷ñïíï ãéï ôçò, ÄçìÞôñç, óôï
ÁéãÜëåù. Ç íåáñÞ ãõíáßêá Ýðáó÷å
áðü øõ÷ïëïãéêÜ ðñïâëÞìáôá.

Óôéò 7 Éïõëßïõ 1996, ï Áðüóôïëïò
ÊïóìÜò, 54 ÷ñüíùí, äïëïöüíçóå ìå
ôóåêïýñé ôïí ãéï ôïõ, ÂáããÝëç Êï-
óìÜ, ôçí þñá ðïõ áõôüò êïéìüôáí,
óôï óðßôé ôïõ óôçí ÊçöéóéÜ. Óôç óõíÝ-
÷åéá, ìåôÝöåñå ôï ðôþìá óôïí ÊÜëá-
ìï êáé ðñïóðÜèçóå íá ôï êÜøåé, ÷ù-
ñßò üìùò íá ôá êáôáöÝñåé.

Ï Áýãïõóôïò ôïõ 1996 óçìáäåýôç-
êå áðü ôçí õðüèåóç Óå÷ßäç, óôç ÈÜ-
óï. ÖïéôçôÞò ÍïìéêÞò ôüôå ï 24÷ñï-
íïò Èåüöéëïò Óå÷ßäçò, äïëïöüíçóå
ãïíåßò, áäåñöÞ, ãéáãéÜ êáé Ýíáí èåßï
ôïõ. ÔåìÜ÷éóå ôá ðôþìáôá êáé óôç
óõíÝ÷åéá ðÝôáîå ìåñéêÜ êïììÜôéá
óôç ÷ùìáôåñÞ ôçò ÊáâÜëáò áöïý ôá
ðÝñáóå áðÝíáíôé ìå ôï öÝñéìðïô ìÝ-
óá óå óáêïýëåò áðïññéììÜôùí. ÊÜ-
ðïéá Üëëá ôá åß÷å öõëÜîåé óôçí êáôÜ-
øõîç ôïõ óðéôéïý ôïõ...

Ï ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá Ý÷åé êáôáðëÞîåé ôá ðëÞèç óôçí Åõ-
ñþðç ìåôÜ ôçí ðåñéïäåßá ôïõ. Ãéáôß, üìùò, Ý÷åé ôüóï ìå-
ãÜëç áðÞ÷çóç óôïí åõñùðáúêü ÷þñï ï Äçìïêñáôéêüò õ-
ðïøÞöéïò; Ï ê. ÏìðÜìá îåêéíÜ ìßá íÝá ãåíéÜ ðïëéôéêþí
åêöñÜæïíôáò ôçí áëëáãÞ, åíþ öáßíåôáé áíïé÷ôüò óå
ðñïôÜóåéò óõíåñãáóßáò ìå ôçí Åõñþðç. 

Ôçò Ìáñßáò Óáñáíôïðïýëïõ
ÓÜëïò Ý÷åé äçìéïõñãçèåß ãýñù áðü ôï üíïìá ÏìðÜìá,

ìå ôçí Åõñþðç íá äßíåé ôï óôáõñü ðñïôéìÞóåùò óôïí Äç-
ìïêñáôéêü õðïøÞöéï, åíþ ï åõñùðáúêüò êáé áìåñéêáíé-
êüò Ôýðïò äåß÷íåé éäéáßôåñç åõìÝíåéá óôï ðñüóùðü ôïõ.
Ôéò ôåëåõôáßåò çìÝñåò óôï óôü÷áóôñï âñßóêåôáé ç åðßóêå-
øÞ ôïõ óôçí Åõñþðç, ç ïðïßá óôÝöèçêå ìå åðéôõ÷ßá, êá-
èþò óôç Ãåñìáíßá óõãêåíôñþèçêáí 200.000 ðïëßôåò ãéá
íá ðáñáêïëïõèÞóïõí ôç ìïíáäéêÞ äçìüóéá ïìéëßá ôïõ êá-
ôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôçò äéåèíïýò ôïõ ðåñéïäåßáò. ÌÜëéóôá, óôï
ãåñìáíéêü Ôýðï õðÞñîáí äçìïóéåýìáôá, üðùò «Ï Áìåñé-
êáíüò ðñßãêéðáò áãêáëéÜæåé ôï Âåñïëßíï» êáé «Áðïèåþèç-
êå óáí ðïð óôáñ».

Ôçí áðÞ÷çóÞ ôïõ óôïí åõñùðáúêü ÷þñï áðïäåéêíýïõí
êáé ôåëåõôáßåò äçìïóêïðÞóåéò ðïõ äçìïóéåýôçêáí óôçí
åöçìåñßäá ÊáèçìåñéíÞ, óýìöùíá ìå ôéò ïðïßåò ðåñßðïõ
ôï 70% ôùí ÃÜëëùí, Ãåñìáíþí, Éôáëþí êáé ôï 50% ôùí
Âñåôáíþí èá øÞöéæáí ôïí ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá ãéá Áìåñéêá-

íü ðñüåäñï, åíþ ìüëéò ôï 10% ôùí ÷ùñþí áõôþí èá õðï-
óôÞñéæáí ôïí Ôæïí ÌáêÝéí óôéò ðñïåäñéêÝò åêëïãÝò. Ï
Ôæïí ÌáêÝéí ÷áñáêôçñßæåôáé áðü ðïëëïýò ùò ïìïúäåÜôçò
ôïõ Ôæüñôæ Ìðïõò êáé áõôü ìåéþíåé óçìáíôéêÜ ôç äçìïôé-
êüôçôÜ ôïõ. ÐáñÜëëçëá, ôçí ðñïôßìçóÞ ôïõò óôï ðñüóù-
ðï ôïõ Äçìïêñáôéêïý õðïøçößïõ Ý÷ïõí äåßîåé êáé ðïëéôé-
êïß çãÝôåò ôùí åõñùðáúêþí ÷ùñþí. Åéäéêüôåñá, ï ÃÜëëïò
ðñüåäñïò, ÍéêïëÜ Óáñêïæß, õðïóôÞñéîå, Ýììåóá, óå êïéíÞ
åìöÜíéóÞ ôïõò üôé èá Þèåëå íá áíáëÜâåé ôçí ðïëéôéêÞ çãå-
óßá ôùí ÇÐÁ ï ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá, åíþ ï Éóðáíüò ðñùèõ-
ðïõñãüò, ×ïóÝ Ëïõßò Ñïäñßãêåè ÈáðáôÝñï, áíÝöåñå äç-
ìüóéá üôé èá Þèåëå íá ôïí äåé óôïí Ëåõêü Ïßêï.

¼ëç áõôÞ ç äçìïôéêüôçôá ôïõ Äçìïêñáôéêïý õðïøçöß-
ïõ, öáßíåôáé íá Ý÷åé äõóáñåóôÞóåé ôïí Ôæïí ÌáêÝéí, ï ï-
ðïßïò óå ðñüóöáôåò óöõãìïìåôñÞóåéò ôçò áìåñéêáíéêÞò
êïéíÞò ãíþìçò áêïëïõèåß ìå åííÝá ìïíÜäåò äéáöïñÜ ôïí
ê. ÏìðÜìá. Ï ÑåðïõìðëéêÜíïò õðïøÞöéïò ðñïÝâç óå
áé÷ìçñÝò äçëþóåéò üóïí áöïñÜ óôï ôáîßäé ôïõ ê. ÏìðÜìá
óôçí Åõñþðç ëÝãïíôáò: «Èá Þèåëá êáé åãþ íá åêöùíÞóù
ëüãï óôç Ãåñìáíßá, áëëÜ ðñïôéìþ íá ôï ðñÜîù ùò ðñüå-
äñïò ôùí Ç.Ð.Á.», åíþ êáôçãüñçóå ôïí Äçìïêñáôéêü õðï-
øÞöéï üôé ÷ñçóéìïðïßçóå ôçí ðåñéïäåßá ôïõ ãéá íá ÷åéñá-
ãùãÞóåé ôá ÌÝóá ÌáæéêÞò ÅíçìÝñùóçò. Áîßæåé íá óçìåéù-
èåß üôé ôüóï ï ÊÝíåíôé üóï êáé ï ÑÞãêáí ðïõ åß÷áí ðáëáéü-
ôåñá åêöñÜóåé ëüãï óôï Âåñïëßíï Þôáí åí åíåñãåßá ðñü-
åäñïé êáé ü÷é õðïøÞöéïé üðùò ï ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá.

Ôïõ ÊÙÓÔÁ ÊÕÑÉÁÊÏÐÏÕËÏÕ
Óôçí ðñïðïëåìéêÞ ìüëéò ÅëëÜäá, ðáñáôçñÞèçêå äïëïöïíßá ìå ôåìá÷éóìü
ðôþìáôïò ðïõ ìïéÜæåé ìå áõôÝò ïé ïðïßåò áðïêáëýöèçêáí ÷ñüíéá áñãüôå-
ñá. Ïðùò óôéò 8 Éáíïõáñßïõ ôïõ 1931, üôáí ìÝóá óå Ýíá ôóïõâÜëé âñÝèçêå
ôåìá÷éóìÝíï ôï ðôþìá ôïõ åñãïëÜâïõ ÄçìÞôñç Áèáíáóüðïõëïõ, óôïí Éëé-
óü. Ôçí åîüíôùóç êáé ôïí ôåìá÷éóìü ôïõ, Ýêáíáí ç ðåèåñÜ ôïõ, ç åí äéá-
óôÜóåé óýæõãïò, ï 17÷ñïíïò åîÜäåëöüò ôïõ êáé ç õðçñÝôñéá ôïõ óðéôéïý.
Ôï Ýãêëçìá Ýãéíå èñýëïò êáé ôñáãïõäÞèçêå áðü ôïí ñåìðÝôç ÉÜêùâï Ìï-
íôáíÜñç, ìå ôïõò óôß÷ïõò: «ÊáçìÝíå Áèáíáóüðïõëå, ôé óïõ ‘ìåëëå íá ðÜ-
èåéò / áðü êáêïýñãá ðåèåñÜ, ôá íéÜôá óïõ íá ÷Üóåéò». Ôï Ýãêëçìá ÷áñá-
êôçñßóôçêå «Ýãêëçìá ôïõ áéþíá» êáé ç åîé÷íßáóÞ ôïõ ïöåßëåôáé óå Ýíáí ïîõ-
äåñêÞ áóôõíïìéêü, ðïõ Ýêáíå Ýñåõíá óå ìáãáæéÜ ôá ïðïßá ðùëïýóáí ôóïõ-
âÜëéá êáé åéäéêïýò óðÜãêïõò. 

Ãéáôß ç Åõñþðç «áãêáëéÜæåé» ôïí ÏìðÜìá! 

My husband Charlo and I start-

ed our cruise from Venice and

our first stop was in Bari, Italy.

But it was just after we left the

port of Bari that the real adven-

ture began… We anchored at

Olympia, which is where the

Olympic Games originated. I

need hardly add that we were

very impressed by the majestic

ruins of the temples and the

remains of the statues at

Olympia. 

W
e quickly learnt that the
ancient Olympics were reli-
gious festivals. The gold and

ivory statue of Zeus which had been 42-
feet-high, and of which remain only
clusters of stone, had been one of the
seven wonders of the Ancient World. It
was also interesting to note that only
free Greek men were allowed to com-
pete in the Games. They had to remain
naked whilst participating. Moreover
women were forbidden from attending
the games. This was with the exception
of the high priestess.

After Olympia, our next stop was
Santorini – and I must admit that I
immediately fell head over heels in love
with this amazing place. I was clicking
away with my camera all day long during
our stay on this island. Who can forget

the gorgeous white-washed houses lined
up next to each other? The views were
breathtaking and everywhere I looked
deserved to be commemorated by the
snap of my immortalizing-artificial-eye…
Our time was spent roaming around the
city and entering small and delightful
crafts shops from where we bought some
pottery. The locals were polite and very
eager to enchant us with their tales and
their narration of the 4000-year-old his-
tory of their country, made legendary
thanks to various Greek poets. We
somehow managed to include a visit to a
wine factory where our taste buds were

pleasantly pleased by the various shots
of local wine we were offered. We opted
to return to our ship via a cable-car as
the other option was to go down hun-
dreds of steps either on foot or else by
renting out a donkey which did not seem
like a good idea. Just before boarding
the ship, we somehow succeeded to find
the time to pay a quick visit to a beauti-
ful and heavily-scented Orthodox
church. I also managed to buy myself a
couple of shirts, each one expertly deco-
rated with beads and stones.

I can only describe Mykonos by stat-
ing that I will forever hold on to the

memories of its uniquely wild beauty,
its breathtaking sunsets, its magnificent
setting and the romantic atmosphere
we experienced. I chased Petro the
Pelican, who is an old celebrity of the
town’s waterfront since he has been the
official mascot of Mykonos for over
fifty years. I am proud to say that
inspite of the commotion created by
tourists and locals who were surround-
ing this peculiar bird, yet I managed to
snap a couple of photos for my holiday
photo album. In Mykonos, I managed
to buy some inexpensive but unusual
accessories which would guarantee to
make any outfit distinctive. 

Let me add that I could clearly make
out windmills in the distance which,
from as early as the sixteenth century,
were one of the most recognized land-
marks of Mykonos. 

The medieval old town of the city of
Rhodes was also one of the highlights
of our holiday. Our very own rich his-
tory links us, indirectly, to this island
thanks to the Knights, which is why I
was so looking forward to checking out
the fortresses and investigating any
similarities between Rhodes and
Malta. I have to admit that the visit was
very different from what I had envis-
aged. Whilst the city of Rhodes is most
definitely a beautiful world heritage,
however Rhodes’ fortresses are very
different from ours and are smaller and
obviously have a different style of
architecture. Our tour guide explained
to other tourists the inevitable connec-
tion between Malta and Rhodes.
Charlo and I spent our time exploring
the superb medieval architecture and
we managed to scout out a number of
shops from where we bought some
clothes and other souvenirs.

Our visit to the Greek islands was
definitely an unforgettable experience
and I rest my case by presenting some
of the fabulous photos I took which
have captured the views and magical
moments we appreciated and breathed. 

The super Greek islands 
R U T H  F R E N D O  S E T  O U T  W I T H  H E R  H U S B A N D  C H A R L O  O N  A  C R U I S E  A R O U N D  

T H E  G R E E K  I S L A N D S .  S H E  L E A D S  U S  T H R O U G H  T H E  S I G H T S  A N D  D E L I G H T S  O F  O L Y M P I A ,

S A N T O R I N I  A N D  M Y K O N O S  W I T H  A  S A L U T E  T O  R H O D E S

Re: The Idea of Peace as Coubertin's Vision for the
Modern Olympic Movement: Development and
Pedagogic Consequences by Norbert Müller,
University of Mainz-Germany (The Sports Journal
Volume 9, Number 1, Winter 2006) 

"As a young man, in 1892, Coubertin had the idea
of renewing the ancient Olympic Games, which duly
took place in Athens in 1896." 

Dear Editor, 

Norbert Muller has made some important histori-
cal errors regarding the history of the foundation of
the modern Olympic Games. 

Panagiotis Soutsos, a poet and newspaper editor,
first wrote about the revival of the Olympic Games in
his poetry titled 'Dialogue of the Dead' in 1833. He
inspired a billionaire philanthropist, Evangelis
Zappas to fund a revival of the Olympic Games. The
first modern Olympic Games took place in a square
in Athens in 1859. Zappas paid for the refurbishment
of the ancient Panathenian stadium that was used
for an Olympic Games in 1870 and another in 1875.
Zappas funded the building of the first indoor
Olympic arena called the Zappeion which was used
as such in the Olympic Games of 1896, 1906 and as
the Olympic Media Centre in 2004. His legacy was
spent refurbishing the Panathenian stadium a sec-

ond time in readiness for the first "International"
Olympic Games held under the auspices of the
International Olympic Committee in 1896. 

Furthermore, Baron Pierre de Coubertin met with
an Englishman, in 1890, who had also made efforts
to revive the Olympic Games in a small town in
England called Much Wenlock. Although these
Games were not very Olympic-like and were never
held in a stadium. They became more Olympic-like,
as events were adopted from the first modern
Olympic Games, in the early 1860s. The Baron met
with Dr William Penny Brookes. Many of Brookes'
ideas were used in the organisation of Coubertin's
revival. 

It was Soutsos who first wrote about the idea for
the revival. It was Zappas who funded the revival. It
was Brookes whose ideas were used to found an
Olympic Movement. The Baron founded the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) in 1894. An
organisation that rarely mentions Soutsos, Zappas
or Brookes nor makes any efforts to honor these
founding fathers. In fact, quite the opposite is true.
The President of the IOC makes every effort to men-
tion Baron Pierre de Coubertin as the founder of the
modern Olympic Games as often as possible. 

Yours faithfully,
Zappas.org 

The IOC rarely mentions Soutsos, Zappas or Brookes


