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Gifted 
students
need 
help too

By Bronwyn McNulty
GIFTED and talented students re-

quire as much consideration as strug-
gling studennts if they are to achieve
their potential. experts say.

Elly Paxinos, co-ordinator of gifted
and talented students at Belmore’s All
Saint’s Grammar School, said if these
students were not challenged, bore-
dome could result in them becoming
“disengaged from the learning
process”

“A lot of people thing they are
bright, don’t need any assistance, they
will get ahead anyway,” Ms Paxinos
said. “But they can easily lose interest,
so it’s sensible to cater to their needs”.

At All Saints students are indentified
through a combination of parent and
teacher nomination, standardised as-
sessments, individual and group IQ
tests and performance in national com-
petitions.

The school occasionally took y-
ounger students from mixed ability
classes to teach them at a greater pace.
There was a mentoring program for
those talented in paerticular areas and
gifted and talented students were en-
couraged to independently research an
area in which they were interested.

“Selective high schools can work for
a majority of students but if a student
goes from being top of the class to be-
ing in the fifth maths class, it can im-
pact on how they feel about them-
selves,” she said.

James Honor, principal of St George
Chrisian School in Hurstville, said the
school’s general philosophy was that all
children were unique and schools
should “meet them at their point of
need”.

“You will have problems at either
end if you don’t do that,” Mr Honor
said. He said that, while it was impor-
tant not to come to early conclusions
about a child’s capacity, it was equally
important that children with special
needs - be they learning support of
gifted and talented - were identified.

Article from the Sun Herald

Classical world is just divine
MICHAEL ALEXANDRATOS has sophisticated tastes for an 11 year

old: recently he asked his teacher if he could study Dante Alighieri
and his Divine Comedy.

It was something Michael stumbled across on the internet, and he
liked the sound of it.

“I liked the characters and the themes, and I enjoy Dante’s poetry a
lot,” the All Saint’s Grammar School Year 6 student said.

“My main interests are in philosophy and ideas, and film.”
As part of the enrichment program his school offers to gifted and

talented students, Michael put together a chronological presentation
on the history of film which he presented to fellow Year 6, as well as
Year 10 students.

“It’s a real bonus to get something extra,” he said of the enrichment
classes. “It’s something beyond what we do in the normal classroom,
something challenging.”

BRONWYN MCNULTY

Greeks sit on early 250 million euros 
in old drachma: central bank

«ÁðÜíôçóç» óôçí áíôéðõñáõëéêÞ

ÅðéóôñïöÞ ôçò Ñùóßáò óôçí Êïýâá 
æçôÜ ï Âëáíôéìßñ Ðïýôéí 

Ï Ñþóïò ðñùèõðïõñãüò Âëáíôéìßñ Ðïýôéí æçôÜ
íá áðïêáôáóôáèåß ç ðáñïõóßá ôçò ÷þñáò ôïõ
óôç Êïýâá, ìåôáäßäïõí ôá ñùóéêÜ ìÝóá åíçìÝ-
ñùóçò.

«ÐñÝðåé íá áðïêáôáóôÞóïõìå ôçí èÝóç ìáò óôçí
Êïýâá êáé Üëëåò ÷þñåò», öÝñåôáé íá äÞëùóå ï Ñþóïò
ðñùèõðïõñãüò êáôÜ ôï ðñáêôïñåßï Interfax.

Ï ÂëÜíôéìéñ Ðïýôéí Ýêáíå ôéò äçëþóåéò ìåôÜ áðü
óõíÜíôçóç ðïõ åß÷å ìå áíôéðñïóùðåßá ðïõ ìåôÝâç óôçí
Êïýâá ìå åðéêåöáëÞò ôïí áíôéðñüåäñï ôçò êõâÝñíçóçò
Éãêüñ ÓÝôóéí. ÑùóéêÜ ìÝóá áíáöÝñïõí üôé ï ÓÝôóéí
áíÝöåñå üôé èá åíôáèåß ç óõíåñãáóßá óôïõò ôïìåßò ôçò
åíÝñãåéáò, óôçí åîüñõîç ðñþôùí õëþí, óôç õãåßá êáé
ôçò óõãêïéíùíßåò.

ÐáñÜëëçëá, Ý÷ïõí åíôáèåß ïé öÞìåò üôé ç Ñùóßá
óêïðåýåé íá áðïêôÞóåé êáé ðÜëé óôñáôéùôéêÞ ðáñïõóßá
óôçí Êïýâá, óå áðÜíôçóç ãéá ôçí ó÷åäéáæüìåíç áðü ôéò
ÇÐÁ áíôéðõñáõëéêÞ áóðßäá óôçí áíáôïëéêÞ Åõñþðç,
ðïëý êïíôÜ óôá ñùóéêÜ óýíïñá. Ùóôüóï, äåí Ýãéíå
êáìßá áíáöïñÜ ãéá óõíïìéëßåò ãéá áìõíôéêÜ æçôÞìáôá
êáôÜ ôéò ðñüóöáôåò ñùóïêïõâáíéêÝò óõíïìéëßåò.

Ñþóïò áíáëõôÞò ôïíßæåé óôï Interfax üôé ïé äõôéêÝò
÷þñåò ðñïóðáèïýí íá äçìéïõñãÞóïõí ìßá æþíç ãýñù
áðü ôç Ñùóßá óôçí êåíôñéêÞ Åõñþðç, ôïí Êáýêáóï, ôéò
÷þñåò ôçò ÂáëôéêÞò êáé ôçí Ïõêñáíßá. Ç Ñùóßá èá
ìðïñïýóå íá åðåêôåßíåé ôçí ðáñïõóßá ôçò óôçí Êïýâá
êáé óå Üëëåò ÷þñåò, ôüíéóå.

Ôï ñùóéêü õðïõñãåßï Áìõíáò äéÝøåõóå áêüìç
ðëçñïöïñßåò ôùí ìÝóùí åíçìÝñùóçò üôé èá óôáèìåý-

óïõí óôçí Êïýâá ñùóéêÜ âïìâáñäéóôéêÜ ìå äõíáôüôçôá
ìåôáöïñÜò ðõñçíéêþí üðëùí. Ôï Reuters áíáöÝñåé
áêüìç üôé Áìåñéêáíüò óôñáôçãüò èåùñåß üôé ç ñùóéêÞ
êßíçóç -áí õëïðïéçèåß- èá ðáñáâéÜóåé «êüêêéíç ãñáì-
ìÞ».

Ç Êïýâá, ðïõ áðÝ÷åé 150 ÷éëéüìåôñá áðü ôéò áêôÝò
ôùí ÇÐÁ, åß÷å Ýñèåé óôï åðßêåíôñï ôçò äéáìÜ÷ç ÇÐÁ
êáé ÅÓÓÄ êáôÜ ôïí Øõ÷ñü Ðüëåìï. Ç åãêáôÜóôáóç óï-
âéåôéêþí ðõñçíéêþí ðõñáýëùí óôç Êïýâá ôï 1962 ðñï-
êÜëåóå ôçí Ýíôïíç áíôßäñáóç ôùí ÇÐÁ áëëÜ, ìåôÜ áðü
ìåñéêÝò çìÝñåò Ýíôáóçò, ç êñßóç áðïêëéìáêþèçêå.

16 áóôõíïìéêïß íåêñïß

Ðïëýíåêñç åðßèåóç
ìå ÷åéñïâïìâßäåò 

åíáíôßïí ôåëùíåéáêïý
óôáèìïý óôçí Êßíá 

ÄåêáÝîé áóôõíïìéêïß âñÞêáí ôï èÜíá-
ôï êáé éóÜñéèìïé ôñáõìáôßóôçêáí óå å-
ðßèåóç ìå ÷åéñïâïìâßäåò ðïõ ðñáãìá-
ôïðïßçóáí ôç ÄåõôÝñá äýï Ýíïðëïé åíá-
íôßïí ôåëùíåéáêïý óôáèìïý óôçí åðáñ-
÷ßá ÆéíæéÜíãê óôç âïñåéïäõôéêÞ Êßíá.

Ïé äñÜóôåò Ýðåóáí ìå öïñôçãü óôçí
ðýëç ôïõ ôåëùíéáêïý óôáèìïý óôçí ðü-
ëç ÊáóãêÜñ êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá åêôüîåõ-
óáí äýï ÷åéñïâïìâßäåò.

¼ðùò ìåôÝäùóå ôï êéíåæéêü ðñáêôï-
ñåßï Xinhua, ïé äñÜóôåò óõíåëÞöèçóáí.
Åíôïýôïéò äåí Ýãéíáí ãíùóôÝò Üëëåò ëå-
ðôïìÝñåéåò, Þ åÜí ç åðßèåóç óõíäÝåôáé
ìå ôïõò Ïëõìðéáêïýò Áãþíåò ðïõ áñ÷ß-
æïõí óå ôÝóóåñéò çìÝñåò óôï Ðåêßíï.

Ôï åéäçóåïãñáöéêü ðñáêôïñåßï, ðÜ-
íôùò, ìåôÝäùóå ðùò ç êéíåæéêÞ áóôõíï-
ìßá õðïðôåýåôáé ðùò ç åðßèåóç óôç ìïõ-
óïõëìáíéêÞ åðáñ÷ßá åßíáé «ôñïìïêñáôé-
êÞ».

Ç ÄéåèíÞò ÏëõìðéáêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ (ÄÏ-
Å) äåí èÝëçóå íá ó÷ïëéÜóåé ôçí åðßèå-
óç, áëëÜ åðáíÝëáâå ôçí åìðéóôïóýíç
ôçò óôçí éêáíüôçôá ôùí êéíåæéêþí áñ-
÷þí íá åããõçèåß ôçí áóöÜëåéá ôùí Á-
ãþíùí.

«Äåí ìðïñþ íá åêöñÜóù ðñïò ôï ðá-
ñüí ìéá Üìåóç áíôßäñáóç ôçò åðéôñïðÞò.
Óå ü,ôé áöïñÜ ôïõò Áãþíåò, Ý÷ïõìå å-
ìðéóôïóýíç óôéò áñ÷Ýò ôçò Êßíáò üôé èá
êÜíïõí üôé åßíáé áíèñùðßíùò äõíáôüí
þóôå íá åããõçèïýí ôçí áóöÜëåéÜ ôïõò»,
äÞëùóå ç åêðñüóùðïò ôçò ÄÏÅ ÆéæÝë
ÍôÝéâéò. 

«Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá Ýíá åóùôåñéêü åðåé-
óüäéï ôçò Êßíáò. Äåí ìðïñïýìå íá ðïý-
ìå üôé óõíäÝåôáé ìå ôïõò Áãþíåò», ðñü-
óèåóå ç ßäéá.

Ãéüñôáóå ôá ãåíÝèëéÜ ôïõ 
ï ÌðÜñáê ÏìðÜìá 

Ï ÂëÜíôéìéñ Ðïýôéí æçôÜ íá áðïêáôáóôáèïýí 
ïé äåóìïß ìå ôçí Êïýâá 

Áóôõíïìéêïß ï óôü÷ïò ôçò åðßèåóçò ôùí
äýï åíüðëùí 

Íåêñïß áðü Ýêñçîç
óôï Ôóáíô  

ÅðôÜ Üíèñùðïé óêïôþèçêáí êáé Üëëïé
15 ôñáõìáôßóôçêáí óôçí êåíôñéêÞ áãïñÜ
ôçò ÍôæáìÝíá áðü Ýêñçîç ðïõ åíäÝ÷åôáé
íá ïöåßëåôáé óå «îå÷áóìÝíá» ðõñïìá÷é-
êÜ áðü ôçí åðßèåóç ôùí áíôáñôþí ðïõ
óçìåéþèçêå óôçí ðñùôåýïõóá ôïõ Ôóá-
íô ôïí ðåñáóìÝíï ÖåâñïõÜñéï. 

«Åêñçêôéêüò ìç÷áíéóìüò Üãíùóôçò
ðñïÝëåõóçò êáé åßäïõò åîåññÜãç ìðñï-
óôÜ áðü Ýíá êáôÜóôçìá ôçò êåíôñéêÞò
áãïñÜò óêïôþíïíôáò åðôÜ Üôïìá. Áðü
ôïõò 15 ôñáõìáôßåò ïñéóìÝíïé âñßóêïí-
ôáé óå êñßóéìç êáôÜóôáóç», áíÝöåñå áó-
ôõíïìéêÞ ðçãÞ. 

Ï õðïøÞöéïò ôùí Äçìïêñáôéêþí
ãéá ôïí Ëåõêü Ïßêï, ÌðÜñáê Ïì-
ðÜìá, ãéüñôáóå ôç ÄåõôÝñá ôá 47á
ãåíÝèëéÜ ôïõ, åíþ ï áíôßðáëüò ôïõ
óôéò åêëïãÝò, ï ÑåðïõìðëéêÜíïò
Ôæïí ÌáêÝéí, èá êëåßóåé ôá 72 ÷ñü-
íéá ôïõ óôéò 29 Áõãïýóôïõ. 

ÐÜíôùò, åÜí êáôáöÝñåé íá åêëå-
ãåß óôéò åêëïãÝò ôïõ Íïåìâñßïõ ï
ÏìðÜìá äåí èá åßíáé ï íåüôåñïò
ðñüåäñïò ðïõ åß÷áí ðïôÝ ïé ÇÐÁ.
Ï Ìðéë Êëßíôïí Þôáí 46 åôþí üôáí
áíÝëáâå ôá êáèÞêïíôÜ ôïõ, ôïí Éá-
íïõ-Üñéï ôïõ 1993 åíþ ï Ôæïí ÊÝ-
íåíôé Ýãéíå ðñüåäñïò óå çëéêßá 43
åôþí. Ï íåüôåñïò üëùí üìùò Þôáí ï
Èßïíôïñ Ñïýæâåëô ðïõ Þôáí ìüëéò 42
åôþí üôáí áíÝëáâå ôçí ðñïåäñßá
ôùí ÇÐÁ, ôï 1901. 

Ôï áìåñéêáíéêü óýíôáãìá ïñßæåé
üôé ïé õðïøÞöéïé ðñÝðåé íá åßíáé
ôïõëÜ÷éóôïí 35 åôþí ãéá íá óõììå-
ôÜó÷ïõí óôéò ðñïåäñéêÝò åêëïãÝò.
ÁíôéèÝôùò, ï Ôæïí ÌáêÝéí èá åßíáé
ï ãçñáéüôåñïò ðñüåäñïò ôùí ÇÐÁ
åöüóïí åêëåãåß. Ï Ñüíáëíô ÑÝéãêáí
Þôáí 69 åôþí üôáí îåêßíçóå ôçí
ðñþôç èçôåßá ôïõ, ôï 1981 êáé 73
óôçí áñ÷Þ ôçò äåýôåñçò, ôï 1985. Ëß-
ãï íåüôåñïò, 68 åôþí, Þôáí ï Ãïõß-
ëéáì ×Ýíñé ×Üñéóïí, ðïõ áíÝëáâå
êáèÞêïíôá ôï 1841. 

Ï ×Üñéóïí êñõïëüãçóå óôçí ôå-
ëåôÞ ôçò ïñêùìïóßáò ôïõ, Ýðáèå
ðíåõìïíßá êáé ðÝèáíå ôñéÜíôá çìÝ-
ñåò áñãüôåñá.  

Åí ôù ìåôáîý, ï ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá,

óå ïìéëßá ôïõ óôï ËÜíóéíãê, óôï
âüñåéï Ìßóéãêáí, ðñüôåéíå íá
áíôëÞóïõí ïé ÇÐÁ ðåôñÝëáéï áðü
ôá óôñáôçãéêÜ ôïõò áðïèÝìáôá ãéá
íá óõíåéóöÝñïõí Ýôóé óôç ìåßùóç
ôçò ôéìÞò ôçò âåíæßíçò. 

Ï ÏìðÜìá ðñüôåéíå íá äéï÷å-
ôåõôïýí óôçí áãïñÜ 70 åêáôïììýñéá
âáñÝëéá ðåôñåëáßïõ áðü ôá óôñá-
ôçãéêÜ áðïèÝìáôá ðåôñåëáßïõ ôùí
ÇÐÁ ãéá íá áíáêïõößóåé ôïõò Áìå-
ñéêáíïýò ðïõ ðëçñþíïõí ôéìÝò-ñå-
êüñ ãéá ôçí âåíæßíç.  

¸ùò ôþñá ï ÏìðÜìá äåí åß÷å
õðïóôçñßîåé ôçí ÷ñÞóç ôùí óôñáôç-
ãéêþí áðïèåìÜôùí ãéá íá ìåéùèïýí
ïé ôéìÝò.  Óýìöùíá ìå ìßá åêðñüóù-
ðï ôçò åêóôñáôåßáò ôïõ, ôçí ×ßäåñ
Æßêáë, ï ÏìðÜìá Üëëáîå ãíþìç

äéáðéóôþíïíôáò üôé ïé «Áìåñéêáíïß
õðïöÝñïõí» áðü ôçí ôéìÞ ôçò âåí-
æßíçò. 

ÉñáíéêÝò áðåéëÝò ãéá áðïêëåéóìü 
ôùí Óôåíþí ôïõ Ïñìïýæ 

Ìå áðïêëåéóìü ôùí óôñáôçãéêÞò óçìáóßáò Óôåíþí ôïõ Ïñìïýæ óå
ðåñßðôùóç åðßèåóçò êáôÜ ôïõ ÉñÜí áðåéëåß ï áñ÷çãüò ôùí Öñïõñþí
ôçò ÅðáíÜóôáóçò, áíáêïéíþíïíôáò ôáõôü÷ñïíá ôç äïêéìÞ íÝïõ ðõ-
ñáýëïõ ìåãÜëïõ âåëçíåêïýò. ÍÝá Üêáñðç äéðëùìáôéêÞ åðéêïéíùíßá
ÓïëÜíá ìå ôçí Ôå÷åñÜíç... 

Ï áñ÷çãüò ôùí Éñáíþí Öñïõñþí ôçò ÅðáíÜóôáóçò, óôñáôçãüò Ìï-
÷áìÜíô Áëß ÔæáöÜñé, äÞëùóå ôç ÄåõôÝñá üôé ôï ÉñÜí ìðïñåß íá êëåßóåé
«åýêïëá êáé åð’ áüñéóôïí» ôá óôñáôçãéêÞò óçìáóßáò ãéá ôç äéÝëåõóç
ôùí ðåôñåëáéïöüñùí ÓôåíÜ ôïõ Ïñìïýæ.

A Marathon 
of Marriages on 
the Opening Day
of the Olympics
The NSW Registry of Births

Deaths & Marriages will marry
96 couples in a marathon day of
Olympic proportion.

“This special calendar event has
caused a sensation here at the
Registry,” said Greg Curry, Reg-
istrar, NSW Registry of Births
Deaths & Marriages.

This Friday, 96 couples will say
‘I do’ at Registry offices in NSW.
This is a record number of mar-
riages in one day for the Registry.
To meet the demand, the Reg-
istry has extended its opening
hours; the first marriage will start
at 8:00 am with the last marriage
finishing after 8:00 pm.

“We have never experienced
such a demand before, and we
are delighted to assist so many
couples.  Getting married on sig-
nificant or lucky days is popular
here at the Registry.  Many cou-
ples feel that getting married on
the 8th day of the 8th month of
2008 will add something special,”
added Mr Curry.

In 1908, there were only 31
marriages on 8 August across
NSW.  This year the Registry ex-
pects to register more than 350
marriages from across the state.

In 2007, the Registry conducted
over 3,300 marriages.  The Reg-
istry continues to grow in popu-
larity with couples for many dif-
ferent reasons, including afford-
ability.  Weddings at the Registry
start from $298.00. 

To find out more about getting
married at the Registry, call 1300
655 236 or visit
www.bdm.nsw.gov.au 

(ATHENS) - Greeks are still clinging onto nearly 250 million euros (393 million dollars) in old drachmas
six years after the currency was phased out to be replaced by the euro, the Bank of Greece said on
Tuesday. “People should start checking their mattresses,” the Bank’s head cashier
Apostolis Kakavoutis told state television NET, noting that 85 billion drachmas, or 249.5 million euros,
remain to be exchanged. Around 680 million drachmas have been redeemed since January and the op-
tion remains open until March 1, 2012, he added. First appearing in Asia Minor in the seventh century
B.C. and said to be the world’s oldest currency, the drachma was removed from use in February 2002
when Greece completed a transition to the euro. 
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